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Hazel Artz has been watching
the weather with more than a little
interest for most of the last half

century.
She’s an official US. Weather

Bureau observer, and has been
since taking over those duties for
her late husband years ago. To-
gether they have been recording
lm:al rainfall, snowfall and tem-
peratures since sometime in the
1950s,

The unexpected, weatherwise at
least, is what Hazel Artz has come
to expect. And on Monday, that’s
what happened in the two hours
after 2 p.m.

“I've never seen it rain that
hard,” Mrs. Artz said Tuesday.
When it stopped raining at 4:25
p.m., she had measured two inches
of rﬂmfa]l in two hours.

“1T've never seen
it rain that hard’

Weatherwatcher on big storm

For the day, including some
light rain later in the evening, the
official total was 2.17 inches. That

came on the heels of .25 of an inch
Sunday morning and 1.5 inches
Saturday during another after-
noon storm that blew down tree
limbs and flooded roads.

The downpour Monday, which
appeared worse in the Woodstock
area, flooded South Main Street
and sent normally tranquil Hollow
Run out of its banks through the
town.

Hailstones, which arrived at the
height of the storm, were the size
of mothballs.

In the low area near Shenan-
doah Memorial Hospital, where
stormwater typically turns Main

See CATERER page 2

Floodwaters in downtown
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Caterer awash again

Shaffer's floods as 2 inches of rain falls iN 2 hours
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Continued from page 1

Street into a short-term Stream, a
trailer park, a doctor’s office and a
Hollow
Run, which crosses beneath Main
between Spring and South streets
picked up a lightweight: vehicle.

belonging to the owner: of the
“and

caterer toock on water.

Springhouse  Restaurant

;

i washed it downstream.

« Mayor William Moyers said

« Tuesday that the storm came
within two weeks of the scheduled

. completion of three stormwater

" ern Railroad tracks in South
= Woodstock, facilities which even-
: tually are expected to resolve part

. of the town’s drainage problems.
“The engineers have told us that

“(the ponds) will alleviate the
. problem,” Mayor Moyers said.
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' retention ponds along the South-
o
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walls of the earthen ponds before
they had been seeded and before
standpipes had been installed,
may have set back completion of
those facilities, the mayor said.

Moyers said the stormwater
ponds project has been delayed
becaude town officials had opted
to do the work themselves, using
equipment owned by the town and
the county governments, to keep
down costs.

Three ponds are under con-
struction, all located below the
schools and above the railroad
tracks.

Moyers said after Monday’s
downpour he toured affected ar-
eas and observed that a drainage

The problem with floodwater
coming from Spring Hollow,
however, 18 one ponds are not
likely to correct. The mayor said
town and county officials must
mutually work out a plan to re-
solve that matter since most of the
Spring Hollow water comes from
west of Interstate 81 and outside
the town limits.

Hardest hit, as usual, was Shaf-
fer's Inc, the caterer whose retail
store is located immediately across
from the hospital’s entrance.

Floodwaters entered the store
and picked up an ice box located
outside, relocating it to a traffic

pond located on the new Water ay from the »

Street i
doah Memorial Hospital was
with water and working e
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