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: - - - - Hich Cooley/Daily photod
| Lisa Mikitarian, v._rrnerfproducer; right, checks a video monitor as sound mixer Lentrell McEachern, of Los Angeles, center
and actor Tony Villa, left, prepare to shoot a scene in the movie “Spent” on the second floor of Phlopsey’s in WDn;ismck.’

Indie film shoots in Woodstock

By Rachel Mahoney

WOODSTOCK — Writer and
rector Lisa Mikitarian is lead-
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“It Ijuat raised the bar and the
level for the entire film, and we

_ TS 4 = have all been working to just
‘a diverse array of cast and EEREA & A Y helg it fulfill its Pﬂt&fgltiﬂi" she
v for her upcoming debut s 3 iy | | said. “Nobody’s ever worked

2 film, “Spent.”

itarian began working on
t” as a film noir that
oped into a farce noir — a

with one another before.”
Assistant director Emily Price
flew in from Oregon to start

comedy with a vi [ onily daye after ioaags July 13
t about a miserly man diag thé I and acoe o tog Mo
»d with a brain tumor anc .-

new-found freedom for ;

‘e and son.

he project blossomed from a : w .
nall venture idea into a fea- “I'm actually doing some I
ire-length endeavor that drew really like to do and I think I'm
network of individuals from _ retty good at it,” she said.
mar]:n%l far with all different - / < ey Eell me I'm magic, so I'm
evels of experience. - - appy.

“This is my first full-length ' B » tilisbilietlis s

screenplay, and by far the most

- $25.000 (whereas most low-
ambitious thing I've ever done” Actor Tony Villa sips on coffee while talking on the phorie budget films are at around

Mikitmjianbaai Bkpe. 19 in this scene in the indie film “Spent.” $200,000), many of those work-

i&i%e;ﬁ%n&ow 3{“ Yort ortive in cooperating with the  their roles very seriously. She "ﬁE ﬂ%thﬂ ﬁll:ll H&Er\;ﬂllﬁ?ﬂﬁg
Elalley and the team has filmed l%l!:l:l crew for scene locations. said that once California-based Ehﬂ? Eme ?_ﬂ Eﬂﬂﬁ;{ uﬂt; g
about half of the script at vari- Although Mikitarian hadn’t cinematographer David Doko te In Ergzlﬂ;legd AR
ous spots from Harrisonburg to  met much of her crew before signed on to be director of pho-  SYOIY P

Winchester. Mikitarian said starting the film, they've grown tography, the project expanded 1940s-inspired film noir style
local businesses have been sup-  within the project and taken in scale and depth. FILM, A2
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Alexander Colon, a videographer from Lynchburg, frames this scene with his camera while filming
the indie movie “Spent.”

2 in a long history with the- footage while filming Mikitarian has been
Flll I I ater. He listed off a occurs, the premiere date working with Doko on a
plethora of roles that Mik- will be sometime next . screenplay for a large-
Continued from A1 itarian takes on in addi-  year. scale film project titled
tion to directing her story.  Although the project is a “Pilgrim’s Progress,”
was what intrigued her. “She’s so much more large and at times intimi- though they are still at
The small scale of pro- than a director and pro- dating one, Mikitarian = the conceptual stage. Mik-
duction means that many ducer. She wears hats said she has plenty of itarian said they are wait-
involved with the film that you might never help from her production  ing until “Spent” is fin- -
have to play multiple expect,” he said. team, her optimistic ished to move any further. ,
roles at once, and because = Mikitarian and the team nature and her husband
of the wide spectrum of ~ are aiming to complete Sam. Learn more about the film
experience levels the proj- filming by the end of “We all agreed that if at hitp:/ Jwww.spent-
ect has proved to be a August so that certain there’s not a little bit of  movie.com.
learning experience for cast and crew can begin  fear in your belly when
everyone involved. work on other projects. you start something, then  Contact staff writer

Actor Tony Villa plays Although film editor Jeff ~ you might not have picked Rachel Mahoney at 540-
Gregory in the film, mak- Herberger is working on  a challenging enough proj- 465-5137 ext. 164, or rma-
ing his screen debut with- editing and finishing ect,” she said. honey@nudaily.com




