Iast week, the county library with
the help of the county administra-
tor and many faithful county library
supporters purchased the diary of
Jacob Stiegel. It's not a daily account
of Stiegel’s life nor does it tell 1m-
portant dates or events in Shenan-
doah County. In fact, the book 1s a
tax ledger. |
The 1795-1797 manuscript shows
tax records, receipts and debts, care-
fully enumerated and recorded 1n
the distinct style of a tax collector
or a clerk of the court.
; It is a book that has been in the '1
Stiegel family for generations.
s Mickey Helsley, a member of the
Shenandoah County Historical As-
- gociation, saw the item listed for sale ._
ot Green Valley Auctions. }
«She called me. I called Vince Pal- & |
ing to see if he could authorize some : _
money for me. He was able to give | library arf:hwes ?t the Shenandoah
me $200,” said Cooper. She said In @ County Library 1n Edinburg.
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EDINBURG - Shenandoah
County archivist Karen Cooper has
added a very special edition to the

passing conversation she heard : X ,
Herb Parker of Fort Valley Library were in the county,” she said, as she
carefully - oh, so carefully - turned

mention his own interest in the ; : _
book. “I told him to put his money | the thin yellowed pages of the diary:
with us,” she said. She pulled to- | She was hesna}fl“}‘)})lf'mg the book
gether a few more resources so when | out before the Virginia Library As-

sociation teaches her and others

the book went for $950 she had the
funds to purchase {5

about preservation and how to
3= handle the 200-year-old manuscript.

Cooper had found out that the :
book was going to be auctioned for DS ome of
at least $900. “None of us had that )AY the pages are

torn, corners

much to begin with. But by pooling
our resources, we Were able to pur-
chase this,” she said. She said next
time something like this comes W
' she wants to be better prepared.
~ This fall, the annual fund drive
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