Schoo\ board OKs two-hour delay for Election Day
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Whetzel was the only
board member to vote for

the recommendation as pre-
sented.

The situation of polling
locations became a point of
contention earlier this
spring after the School
Board approved a school
calendar for the 2015-16
school year naming Nov. 3 a
school day. '

Joyce Gary, chair of the
“county electoral board, had
asked the board to consider
that keeping schools open
could lead to a reduction in
voter turnout, should the
- public net find parking or
easily navigate school cam-
puses on Election Day.

But closing schools that
day would force a makeup
day in June — a decision
board members reasoned
might not present the best
use of educational time for
.students already finished
with testing and other class
obligations by that late
Thrugh they cited ity

0 ey cited securi
- asa c‘i)%lcem if schools with
polling locations remained
open that day, board mem-
bers also balked at closing
all 10 county schools for the
sake of two polling loca-

-~ tions.

Raley’s recommendation
included offers by the
Shenandoah County Sher-
iff’s Office and Strasburg
Police Department to post
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an extra officer at Central
High School and Strasburg
High School on Election
Day.

He suggested the two-hour
delay to help ease traffic
concerns in the morning,
allowing voters easier
access to polling locations
during peak morning hours
before students arrive at 10
a.m. |

The board will reconvene
later in the school year to
discuss the matter of elec-
tions on school campuses
this spring and in subse-
quent years.

In other meeting business,
the board approved a mem-
orandum of agreement with
Massanutten Military
Academy in Woodstock to
partner with Central High
School on a junior ROTC
pilot program, which Raley
explained will be free to
Shenandoah schools for the
first year.

So far, he said, interest in
the program has come only
from the Central campus,
but after the pilot year the
school division will consider
whether or not to continue
and include students from
other campuses.

Following a recommenda-
tion from Maintenance
Supervisor Eugene Dykes,
Raley plans to ask the
Board of Supervisors for
funding to purchase a new
boiler for W.W. Robinson
tary School. Capital

Elemen

.Boiler was the low bidder

on a double boiler for

$5,800, what Dykes called a
“nominal fee.”
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“It will pay for itselfin a
very short period of time,”
he said.

At a work session preced-
ing the meeting, board
members considered
upcoming division needs
and listened to a proposal
from the educational facili-
ties planning team that will
study space concerns at

area schools,

After touring schools this
month and collecting com-
munity feedback in Septem-
ber, the team plans to pres-
ent the board a final report
by Oct. 1.

“They really get it,” Freak-
1%}7 said. “It makes me excit-
ed.” :

Other meeting items:

* Approval of a memoran-
dum of understanding
between Shenandoah
schools and the Mount
Jackson Little League Foot-
ball, Strashurg Lacrosse,
Strasburg Little League
Baseball, Strasburg Little
League Football and Wood-
stock Little League Football
for the 2015-16 school year.

e Approval of School
Board policy revisions that
include the board’s final

~ step in developing a com-

pensation policy and
changes clarifying proce-
dures related to salary
benchmarking. | |

The board will meet again
at 7 p.m. Aug. 13 at 600
Main St., Woodstock.
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