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German building left influence on Shenandoal Valley

Foundations of style

in early Germanic building in the

By Donna Dunn

The sensible square houses that
dot the Shenandoah Valley country-
side, sometimes in places of promi-
nence, sometimes in forgotten
fields, hearken back to a time when

German immi is first saw the
land that w become the home
for generations of descendants.

The way in which they built their
homes much about their lives,
said Edward Chappell a historian
who spoke at the Wayside Inn last
week. The pro-
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The German immigrants who first
came to the valley brought with
them a distinctive building style, but
it was not a of the
architecture that they had left in the
ol wﬂ% said. The New World
Germans built and decorated in 8
manner that fit their new life.
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The layout of the New World house
in reference to other structures also
differed from Germany. Valley
homes were set apart from barns
and other structures on the site. In
German villages, the house and
barn, along with any other struc-
tures formed a tight unit, often cre-
ating a courtyard or common area,
Chappell said.

The plain exteriors of these early
German settlements often housed
more imaginative interiors, Chap-
pell said. Locks were sometimes
w to look like claws or ani-

“Germanic hardware tends to be
much more imaginative and humor-
ous than the unimaginative English
hardware,” Chappell said.

The greatest illustrations of their

- imaginations took the form of paint-
ed surfaces and woodwork.

The German settlers became
famous for th:ﬂra t1"‘rljaiktur, ?etfiorl? uflf
penmanship llustra '
certificates, wedding certificates
and other documents. Like medieval
monastic art, these fanciful illustra-
tions often featured elements of
nature such as flowers and birds.
This creativity in ink extended to
inted walls and furniture. In one
me in Page County, a wall was'
inted with swirls of color that
utlilwom;tll to becgnge a snake. In
other piaces, paint gave a three-
dimensional feel to a wall.

Chappell said.

Woodwork also added texture to
German-influenced houses. Mantels
in these houses piled carving upon
carving, reaching toward the ceil-
ing. Some of these mantels resem-
bled a wedding cake in their layers,
said Chappell, who called them
“riots of carving and color.” [

After the American Revolution,
the Germanic-style house to
said. The houses
ymmefric and many
had a fireplace at both ends of the
house instead of in the middle. .

“There is a kind of synthesis of
Germanic and Anglo affections,”
Chappell said. -

Soon, the “I-house” became popu-
lar. This house, named because it {
was found often in Iowa, Indiana &
and Illinois, had a symmetrical two- '
story structure with a center pas- ;
sage. What is often seen as a tradi- |.
tional valley farmhouse fits the I- |.
house format. K

Some are square, others have an
L-shape. The floor plan for this
house is “as rational as the exterior .
suggests,” Chappell said.

Although the distinctive German® =
styles of building began to merge
with other forms of architecture, y
influence of the early Germans
remains.




