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Historic Strasburg cave
to open for tours again,
emphasizing education
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By Carolyn Keister Baker

Crystal Caverns in Strasburg, the oldest known cave
in the state, will once again to visitors, this
time as one of the few caverns in the nation to be run

Robenrt K. Dent Jr., administrator/curator of Crystal Caverns at Hupp's Hill, looks over some formations. There
will be a grand opening of the caverns on Saturday.

mxat Hupp's Hill on Saturday, according to
id Denton Jr., the museum’s administrator and
curator,

The caverns’ main purpose will be to educate le,
be said. The foundation wﬂlmnu their unique hi
mtanﬂ tucll::h;mmt:&ra about thei ﬁ: , the area’s

One feature that wiu"mr-omﬁ?ﬂmm will be spe-
cial lantern tours called “lluminations,” he said.
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Quiden; dressed 1 penny  history and
clothing, wil tell bow Indi- fp )y
ans, Civil War soldiers, set- s
tlers, i'.l'l.llllt children and visitors
servants hid in the caves, he .
na#i. Y about its
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tor Babs Melon said haumt geology, the
cave F -y g
for Halloween. " area’s karst
avel walkwa
caverns is a IiE mpﬂg”'ﬂi’f Yy
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guided tours, visitors will be '

ng flashlights so they can explore the caverns, he

The caverns contain fine examples of mi =8
rare form of rimstone ,that“aremtgeneraﬂymin

other commercial caves,” he said.

People will be able to walk through at least one
vi closed passage that leads to the ki trmn'f;
the cavern known as the Tower Room, Denton said.

New lighting has been added and many of the wires and
mwmmraﬁ““&m S ik
are ce ights with electri .
dle h&tﬂm ,imﬂgwﬁe]l:uu @hih%m the hghtgi
changed, vis carry lanterns instead of flash-
Visives Wi loacy i
itor; earn about studies being conducted oo
rare amimals, including an eyeless beetle and two
shrimplike creatures called amphipods, Denton said.
Some of these creatures have been found only in this
cave, he said.

lally fossilized animal bones in the cave, including
m{li{mmadﬁernudbon&sthatmbefmmam
that lived during the Ice Age, he said.
Two attempts to reopen the cave were made in 1992
and 1995, he said. Flooding during those years and this
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Daily staff photos by Rich Cooley

The buiiding pictured above is the entrance to Crystal Cav-
erns at Hupp's Hill. Hupp's Hill Battiefield Museum is at left.
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Right, this is part of the route along the quarter-mile gravel
path that tourists wiil take to explore the caverns. They will
carry flashlights,
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Continued from C1 other owners, including B.aymmd
vear had damaged the cave, cutting A. Howard and Wayside of Virginia.
mgulﬁes through some of the In 1993, Wayside President Leo M.

ays, he said. Bernstein sold the caverns and 242
The cavern's lowest room is still surrounding acres to Bles South
under water and probably won’t be Limited Partnership.
 included in the tours, Denton said. ~ Since then the property has been
_“I's one of the most decorated deeded to the nonprofit foundation
rooms in the cave. I can’t wait to tal . s
see it,” he said, mClTE Caverns is one of three




