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“lE s very, very doubtful
whether any other family has
I.”H‘al’m‘:‘ui more statesmen
from the beginning of our
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While Harry Byrd Sr. took on politics,

By Elizabeth lehy G &?&fﬁ}ﬂd‘ ¢ m"ﬁmm;lrnﬁ

celebrated natives ui tha Northern
Harry F. Byrd Jr. stood before the big Shenandoah Valley in the 20th century,
box microphone in the front parlor of tha At a 1961 ceremony to dadicltt a
Executive Mansion in R:chm:und next to memorial to Rlchnrd Byrd, Vice
his father, Virginia's youngest governor President Lyndon B, Johnson d tribute
since Thomas Jefferson. to the entire family when ha said that
The father and son listened as Richard even before ‘};rd explumd Antarctica,
Evelyn Byrd Jr.'s voice crackled over ‘“the Byrds had been
the microphone as he recounted his this land we lova It is very, very doubt-
recent flight to the North Pole, an adven- ful whether any other {nmﬂy has pro-
ture that days before had made him the duced more statesmen from the beqln
world’s newut hero. ning of our history to the present day."

Strong parental influence

entur Evel B Mert . U s 47 .
, v r. were born a year a
y hnrd Evelyn Byrd Sr. nndtheforr
mer Eleanor Bolling Flood of
Winchester. Thomas followed three years
While the younger Byrd could barely after his oldest brother, in 1890.
make out the details through the static,  The boys traced their paternal ancestry
he knew the story better than most. In a  to William the mmdwwuum
family of achlevers, Byrd’s historic 1926  Byrd, founder of chmond, Their moth-
fhght was the latest in a long line of suc- er could trace her lineage to Pocahontas.
cesses. Her younger brother, Henry D. Flood, for
At age 14, with his political giant of a whom Harry was named, was a U.S. con-
father standing next to him, and his gressman who had a great impact on his
courageous uncle connected continents namesake,
away, Harry Byrd Jr. beamed full of  The three Byrd ?thr
pride. At that moment, two brothers from  Ambherst Straat in Wlncholtﬂ
a rural Virginia community stood on top  father was a lawyer who served as com.
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monwealth's attorney and would later  While Richard s best known for becom.
bocome speaker of the House of the first man o :wnr the North

Delegates, Harry grew up closost to hll Pole, accompanied llot  Floyd
father, devel the same Interest in  Bennetl, his a untum upirit and tlml
ties and Richard, callod untlnn o Arcuu ox uruuml rosulted in
ick, was named for his father but mﬁaphln discoveries and sclen-
sought adventure in a more physical and,
many times, dangerous form, .Ir remembers his wrand
Ronald L, Heinemann, author of tolling him that uhs reCog:

“Harry Byrd of Virginia,” said that while i Rlulmrd vas quite different from
the parents imparted values of ruponlt most poot:h.“ cking up on his adventur-
bility, dluelgl.lnn and Independence In in life,
their sons, “the times t have had Mttr ltlntl at Vlrilnla Military
somothing to do” with succoss a8 Institute and the University of Vieginia
much g my% Richard Byrd ontered the Naval
“They were f tnthntopporumlliu Acadermy, where he twice injured hin
were available” and had the personalities rlnht fool in athletlc compelitions. After
lo take advantage of those moments, breaking it a third tHme b an accldent
Heinemann said, aboard a ship, he was unable to fulfisl his
Itdidn'tghlmfarthcboyltnﬂwit at noa and wan foreed to retire in
ence

Hlnz‘pmundnd his father to allow But World War 1 ended Byrd's refire-
vo school and take wg the mmtw’lthlnmmthl Then rrlndtnhh
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